
4th Grade 

Family Resources 



 

Families, 

First, we want to thank you for all your support and understanding during this unprecedented 

time. We are working diligently to provide materials and resources for you to reference to keep 

the learning occurring at home and will continually add resources to this page. Please note that 

the resources in these packets do not replace in-class learning but provide optional 

opportunities for students and families to participate in at home.  When looking at the 

resources, please feel free to look at all grade levels to find the best fit for your child.  

We encourage you to visit our website (www.puyallup.k12.wa.us) often for general education 

and any changes that may occur. 

Family Activities: 

Although the activities attached are content specific, we have also added some fun ways to 

engage the whole family. 

• Set aside a family reading time. You can read to self, read to someone else including 

family pets (real or stuffed), or listen to reading.  

• Create family stories.  Have one person start by sharing one or two sentences and then 

have each family member add to the story. You can extend this by having someone 

write down the story and have a record of your family story! 

• Complete daily journaling sharing what went well for the day, activities completed, and 

what you hope to do in the future. 

• Discuss what it means to Show Respect, Solve Problems, and Make Good Decisions 

o Every building in the Puyallup School District has these three expectations as a 

foundation. Discuss what it looks like and sounds like when at home, at school or 

in the community, and online. 

• Infuse math in everyday activities.  Ideas may include: 

o Involving the entire family in preparing meals. You can discuss fractions, 

measuring, shapes, volume, and more. 

o Go on a shape hunt around the house. Play “I Spy” with shapes, both 2D and 3D.  

o Younger students can sort socks, find patterns in windows 

o Older students can work on a budget for the family for groceries or other 

expenses 

• Visit the District’s website and click on CLEVER.  There are several District approved apps 

that can support all concepts, align with our curriculum, support content, and provide 

interactive activities for all grade levels. 

The above information is just a quick list of some ideas, but we know families are the first and 

most important teachers of children.  Our number one priority at this time is to support the 

health and safety of all our students, families, staff, and community. 

http://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/
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About Tips for Supporting Reading Skills at Home

These tips help parents and caregivers carry out the recom-
mended practices described in the Institute of Education Sciences 
Educator’s practice guide, Foundational Skills to Support Reading 
for Understanding in Kindergarten Through 3rd Grade. Each tip 
highlights evidence-based practices from classroom settings that 
could also help parents or caregivers develop their children’s  
reading at home. A panel of experts developed the practice 
guide. The authors of the practice guide are Barbara Foorman, 
Nicholas Beyler, Kelley Borradaile, Michael Coyne, Carolyn  
Denton, Joseph Dimino, Joshua Furgeson, Lynda Hayes,  
Juliette Henke, Laura Justice, Betsy Keating, Warnick Lewis,  
Samina Sattar, Andrei Streke, Richard Wagner, and Sarah Wissel.
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EDUCATOR’S PRACTICE GUIDE A set of recommendations to address challenges in classrooms and schools
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Foundational Skills to Support Reading for Understanding in Kindergarten Through 3rd Grade

About the Evidence for Tips for Supporting Reading Skills at Home 

The evidence supporting the practice guide recommendations comes from studies examining 
interventions in school-based settings; ther efore, although the practices described in the tips 
might be effective in home settings, we did not assess studies of these practices involving 
parents or care givers at home. For more information about the evidence for these practices, 
see the Summary of Evidence for Tips for Supporting Reading Skills at Home.

About the What Works Clearinghouse

The What Works Clearinghouse (WWC) reviews the existing research on programs, products, 
practices, and policies in education. Our goal is to provide educators with the information 
they need to make evidence-based decisions. We focus on the results from high quality 
research to answer the question, What works in education? More information is available at 
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/WhatWeDo.

About Practice Guides

The U.S. Department of Education’s Institute of Education Sciences (IES) publishes Practice 
Guides in education to provide educators with the best available evidence and expertise on 
current challenges in education. The WWC develops Practice Guides in conjunction with an 
expert panel, combining the panel’s expertise with the findings of existing rigorous research 
to produce specific recommendations for addressing these challenges.

Practice guides published by IES are available on the WWC website at https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/
wwc/PracticeGuides.

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/WhatWeDo
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuides
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuides


1 Have conversations before, during,  
and after reading together

These activities are typically appropriate for children in kindergarten through third grade.

Having conversations when reading with children helps them develop higher-
level thinking and language skills, such as predicting, problem solving, or 
contrasting. While reading books aloud, ask the child questions and talk about 
the content of the story together before, during, and after reading.

• Use open-ended questions to ask the child to think about the book’s messages and 
what is happening. See the box below for examples of questions to ask children 
when reading different types of books.

• Ask the child to apply the book’s messages to the world around him by connecting 
events to his own life.

• Ask more and more complex questions, so the child continues to build her 
vocabulary and language skills.

• What would happen if you planted  
a tree in the desert? 

• Why do birds fly south for winter?

• Why is it important to recycle?

Example questions for

informational books
that explain facts about the world, 
such as books about animals

 

? • Why did the character do what he did?

• What else could she have done?

• If you were in that story, what would 
you have done?

Example questions for

narrative books
that are about a series of events,  

 whether fictional or nonfictional,
such as stories

What skills will this practice help build? 
Having conversations about what they are reading helps children build vocabulary and develop skills using 
language typically found in school settings. Building their skills to think and connect ideas from many contexts 
allows children to follow more complex language, which they might find in stories, instructions, and descrip-
tions of historical events or nature.
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2  Help children learn how to break sentences  
into words and words into syllables

These activities are typically appropriate for children in kindergarten and first grade.

Before children can identify letter sounds in words or reading, they can learn 
how spoken language can be broken down into smaller pieces.

• Show children that they can break down sentences into words. 
o Practice identifying the words in a sentence by saying a sentence aloud and 

asking the child to count the number of words in that sentence. 
o For instance, have the child count the number of words in the sentence “The boy 

ate two pieces of pizza” and correct any mistakes.
• Talk about how to combine two words to form another word and about how some words 

can be broken into smaller words. The box below shows a conversation about this.

Adult:  Sometimes you can put two words together to form another 
word. For example, if I put straw and berry together, I get 
strawberry. What do you get if you put book and shelf together?

Child:  Bookshelf.

Adult:  That’s right! You can also break some words into smaller words.  
What do you get if you take the cow out of cowboy?

 Child:  Boy?
Adult:  That’s right!

After children can identify words in sentences, they can  
begin to break words into syllables. Here are two  
examples of how to show breaking words into syllables:

1. Place your hand under your chin and  
notice the number of times your chin  
moves down as you say a word slowly.

2. Hold up a finger for each syllable as  
you say a word.

After showing these strategies, have the child practice finding syllables in familiar words.

 

A syllable is a part of a word 
that has one vowel sound. 
One or more letters can be the 
vowel sound, and a consonant 
may or may not come before 
and/or follow it. For example, 
the word “banana” has three 
syllables: ba-nan-a.

What skills will this practice help build?
Learning how to identify words in sentences and syllables within words helps children understand how to 
break down the sounds within spoken language. Identifying parts of speech—such as words and syllables—
will prepare children to learn about smaller sounds tied to specific letters. These are skills that a child can 
practice even before he or she has started reading or identifying letter sounds in words.

What Works Clearinghouse™



3 Help children sound out words smoothly
These activities are typically appropriate for children in kindergarten through third grade.

Sounding out a word involves saying the sound of each letter or letter 
combination one by one until the end of the word, and then saying them all 
together again quickly. Help children sound out words by:

• Showing how to say each letter sound in a word, starting at the left-hand letter and 
moving right, and then joining all the sounds together to form the word.

• Stretching and connecting sounds together as much as possible. The box below 
shows an example of how this might sound.

• Reminding children to check their pronunciation after they connect the sounds 
together. For example: 

o Ask if the word makes sense or if it is a real word. 
o Ask if they know the word that they said after saying the letters all together quickly. 
o If the word is not familiar, ask them to read the word again to make sure they 

joined all the sounds together correctly.

 
 

  

 
 

 

  

  

Sounding out words smoothly helps children remember and combine sounds to 

arrive at the correct word. Here is an example with the word man: 

Adult:  How does this word start?
Child:  /mmmm/

Adult:  Then what’s the next sound?
Child: /aaaaa/

Adult:  And then what sound comes next?
Child:  /nnnnn/

Adult:  What happens when you put them together?
Child:  /mmmmaaaannnn/

Adult:  What is the word?
Child: Man!

What skills will this practice help build?  
Recognizing and manipulating sounds that are part of words and linking those sounds to letters is necessary to 
prepare children to read words and understand what they are reading. Children must be able to identify the indi-
vidual sounds that make up the words they hear in speech, name the letters of the alphabet as they appear in 
print, and identify each letter’s corresponding sound(s). When children know a few consonant and vowel sounds 
and their corresponding letters, they can start to sound out and blend those letters into simple words.

What Works Clearinghouse™



4 Model reading fluently by practicing  
reading aloud with your child

These activities are typically appropriate for children in kindergarten and first grade.

Having children read aloud daily, both with 
and without feedback, helps them develop 
the skills of reading accuracy, fluency, and 
comprehension.The boxes below show several 
approaches to use when reading aloud together.

Accuracy is the ability to read 
text aloud accurately, but without 
regard to rate.

Fluency is the ability to read  
a passage of text aloud accurately,
at an appropriate rate, and with 
expression.

 

  

When reading aloud with children:

• Model and provide feedback on proper tone, pausing, and which words to emphasize.
• Set a slow, steady pace, slowing down for words that are challenging. Gradually 

increase the pace, moving on to more difficult books. Remind the child that 
reading fluently does not necessarily mean reading quickly.

• Use familiar books. Make sure that the book is appropriate to the child’s reading 
ability. If the book is too difficult, children can develop poor reading habits.

Take turns reading  
continuous passages 

of a book.

Read the same passage  
of a book aloud at 

the same time.

Read a passage of a book  
aloud and then have the child 
read the same passage aloud.

Passage A
Adult

Passage C
Adult

Passage B
Child

 Passage A

Adult

Child

 Passage A
Adult         Child

What skills will this practice help build?  
Reading books daily, both with and without feedback, can begin as soon as children can identify a few words. 
It requires children to identify words quickly, combine ideas in the book with their background knowledge, ask 
themselves questions about their understanding, and apply strategies to help comprehension and fix misunder-
standings. Then, children can connect with a variety of books of different levels and wide-ranging content.

What Works Clearinghouse™



Siblings

Siblings
by ReadWorks

Mikey was eating breakfast on a Saturday morning when her mom came into the kitchen to 

ask where her older brother was.

"I don't know," she said. "He's probably playing video games." She slurped another mouthful 

of cereal off her spoon and heard her mom calling to Henry to get out of the basement for 

once. She turned the page of the book she was reading.

Henry had turned 16 a few weeks before, and since then, he had spent most of his weekends 

in the basement-there was an old TV set up with his video game console, a mini-fridge filled 

with sodas, and a beat-up, old futon their dad had in college. The washing machine and dryer 

were also located down there, and Mikey knew her mom hated it when Henry wouldn't leave 

the basement long enough for her to do the laundry in peace.

Their mom walked back into the kitchen and sat down across the table from Mikey.

"I just don't understand that boy anymore," she said. "Does he talk to you?"

"He stopped talking to me in the third grade, when he started coming home late on school 

ReadWorks.org · © 2014 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



Siblings

days," Mikey said. She shrugged and put her book down.

They used to be best friends, Mikey and Henry. They took their golden retriever Scout on long 

walks through the undeveloped forest area behind their house every day after school. They 

would pretend to be in Middle Earth, like the characters from the Lord of the Rings series 

(which Henry used to read obsessively). Mikey was basically interested in anything Henry 

was and happy to be Gollum or an orc or whatever evil creature Henry felt like vanquishing 

that day. (Scout was always on Mikey's side, because she had a disadvantage, being 

younger than Henry and the evil character.) When it got dark, they would make their way back 

through the trees to the wide lawn in the backyard of their house, and then in through the 

sliding glass doors to the kitchen for a snack. Henry liked to eat peanut butter sandwiches 

and would make three: two for him and one for Mikey. Their mom would come home a little 

while later, and they would pretend to be starving for dinner.

But at some point in the last year, everything changed. Henry started making plans with his 

friends after school, and the house would be empty-except for Scout-when Mikey was 

dropped off from carpool after school. Sometimes Henry didn't come home until after Mikey 

and her parents were already sitting down to eat dinner. It soon became Mikey's job to take 

Scout on a walk by herself, but it was becoming winter, and the sun was setting early, and 

Mikey was nervous to go into the undeveloped woods by herself.

"Really, Mom, the person it bothers the most is Scout. She absolutely hates having to walk on 

the streets in the neighborhood. Dogs were made for running around trees, not for walking on 

asphalt." Mikey shrugged again.

Her mom smiled at her sadly and reached across the table to take Mikey's cheek in her hand, 

but Mikey brushed it off quickly. She always did that when she felt sorry for Mikey.

"I'm sorry, sweetie," she said. "Do you want me and Dad to talk to Henry about Scout's 

predicament?"

Mikey shook her head emphatically. "He would just resent Scout," she said.

Her mom nodded. "Maybe. I'm sure he'll grow out of this phase soon."

Mikey picked her book up again. "I doubt it," she said.

Her mom stood up and left the kitchen. Sunlight was streaming in through the big windows 

that surrounded the room, and Scout was lying in a patch of warmth under Mikey's chair. She 

supposed this was how it would always be: her and Scout, hanging out and growing old 
ReadWorks.org · © 2014 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



Siblings

together as if Henry had never existed.

Suddenly, the whirring sound of the washing machine rose up from the basement. Henry 

walked into the kitchen and sat down where their mom was sitting before.

"Hey, Mikey," he said. "Want to take Scout on a walk?"

Mikey put her book down and smiled. "Sure," she said.

ReadWorks.org · © 2014 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



Siblings - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. According to Mikey, where has Henry spent most of his weekends since he turned 

16?

A. in the woods

B. with his sister

C. in his room

D. in the basement

2. What main problem does Mikey face?

A. Her brother Henry does not spend much time with her anymore.

B. Her brother Henry no longer makes her sandwiches after school.

C. Her dog Scout does not want to go on walks on the streets in the neighborhood.

D. She always has to pretend to be the bad guy when she plays with her brother.

3. Mikey looks up to her older brother Henry and likes being with him. What evidence 

from the passage best supports this conclusion?

A. "They took their golden retriever Scout on long walks through the undeveloped forest 
area behind their house every day after school."

B. "Scout was always on Mikey's side, because she had a disadvantage, being younger 
than Henry and the evil one."

C. "Mikey was basically interested in anything Henry was and happy to be Gollum or an 
orc or whatever evil creature Henry felt like vanquishing that day."

D. "They would pretend to be in Middle Earth, like the characters from the Lord of the 
Rings series (which Henry used to read obsessively)."

4. Why does Mikey tell her mom that Scout is most bothered by Henry not spending 

time with them?

A. because Mikey thinks this will get Henry to spend time with her again

B. because Mikey does not want to tell her mom how much she misses Henry

C. because Mikey is worried about Scout's emotional well-being

D. because Mikey wants her mom to tell Henry to take Scout on walks again

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



Siblings - Comprehension Questions

5. What is this story mostly about?

A. a brother and sister who stay close friends as they grow up

B. a girl who likes taking walks in the woods with her dog

C. a boy grows up and develops new interests

D. a girl who misses spending time with her brother

6. Read the following sentences:

"Really, Mom, the person it bothers the most is Scout. She absolutely hates having to 

walk on the streets in the neighborhood. Dogs were made for running around trees, not 

for walking on asphalt." Mikey shrugged again.

 "I'm sorry, sweetie," she said. "Do you want me and Dad to talk to Henry about Scout's 

predicament?"

As used in this sentence, what does the word "predicament" mean?

A. a difficult or unpleasant situation

B. an argument with someone

C. a question that is easy to answer

D. a pleasant and enjoyable situation

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.

____________, Mikey and Henry spent a lot of time together, but now Henry spends 

most of his weekends alone in the basement.

A. Specifically

B. Previously

C. Although

D. Finally 

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



Siblings - Comprehension Questions

8. Why does Mikey have to take Scout on walks by herself now?

9. How has Mikey and Henry's relationship changed since Henry turned 16?

10. How has the change in Mikey and Henry's relationship affected Mikey? Identify and 

explain an example from the passage that shows how Mikey feels about her 

relationship with Henry.

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



Up to Speed

Up to Speed

Cedar Point

Top Thrill Dragster is the world's second fastest roller coaster. It is topped only by Kingda Ka.

Thrill Ride
Kingda Ka is one wild ride.

As you wait in line, you hear the screams of people riding the roller coaster. Part of you can't 

wait to ride it; another part of you wants to bolt in the opposite direction. Before you know it, 

it's your turn to board. You brace yourself.

Whoosh! With a roaring blast, the thrill ride rockets from 0 to 128 miles per hour in 3.5 

seconds. Before you can catch your breath, the train whisks you straight up 456 feet. When it 

can go no farther, gravity plummets the coaster downward into a dizzying spiral twist. The 

train then whips you through another valley and zooms up another hill.

Congratulations! You have just experienced one of the fastest-and tallest-roller coasters on 

Earth.

King of Coasters
Kingda Ka, or the "King of Coasters," opened in the spring of 2005 at the Six Flags Great 

ReadWorks.org
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Up to Speed

Adventure theme park in Jackson, New Jersey. The jaw-dropping thrill ride shattered the 

world's record for roller coaster speed and height when it opened. Of the more than 1,000 

roller coasters in the United States, it was the latest "extreme" coaster to be built.

Six Flags roller coaster designer Larry Chickola said that building Kingda Ka wasn't easy. "We 

considered the wind strength, the possibility of earthquakes, the weight of Kingda Ka itself, as 

well as the forces caused by launching a [coaster faster than one] has ever gone," he told 

Weekly Reader.

How Coasters Work
Changes in energy enable roller coasters like Kingda Ka to move for most of the ride. 

According to scientists, energy is the ability to cause change. At the beginning of the ride, 

Kingda Ka blasts passengers to a speed of 128 miles an hour with technology similar to the 

kind that launches Navy jets from aircraft carriers. Each train on Kingda Ka is hooked up to a 

hydraulic cable. Liquid under high pressure is pushed through the cable. Along with motors, 

the hydraulic power rockets the coaster skyward.

After reaching the top of the first hill, the coaster works in the same way your bike does when 

you roll, pedal-free, down a slope. When a roller coaster is stopped, it has potential energy, 

or stored energy. At any moment, the coaster can move, so it has the potential for motion.

As the roller coaster starts cruising, gravity takes over and converts the potential energy into 

kinetic energy, which is the energy of motion. The repeated changes of potential energy to 

kinetic energy and then back again drive the roller coaster.

It's a Scream!
Kingda Ka covers 3,118 feet of track and lasts less than a minute. To roller coaster buff Steve 

Urbanowicz from New Jersey, the ride is a scream! "The ride seems like it's over really 

quickly, but Kingda Ka packs eight high moments of drama into those 50 seconds," he told 

Weekly Reader.

Urbanowicz speaks from experience. He has ridden more than 800 roller coasters around the 

world. In fact, he has taken more than 5,000 rides on one in particular-the wooden Cyclone 

at Coney Island in Brooklyn, New York, where the first true American coaster opened in 1884. 
ReadWorks.org
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Up to Speed

"I loved going to amusement parks when I was a kid and never grew out of it."

Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division (reproduction number LC-USZ62-63945)

This illustration from 1886 shows passengers getting a one-minute ride for 5 cents aboard Coney Island's coaster.

Cool Coasters
· The idea for the roller coaster was born in Russia in the 1600s when huge blocks of 

ice, supported by wood, were made into sleds. Straw or fur covered the icy seats.

· Coney Island in Brooklyn, New York, is credited with beginning America's amusement 

park history, in 1875. The nation's first coaster opened there in 1884 and cruised all of 

6 miles an hour!

· Some of the best coasters of all time were built during the 1920s. That era reigns as 

the golden age of amusement parks. By the end of the decade, the stock market 

crash of 1929 and the Great Depression caused many parks to close.

ReadWorks.org
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Up to Speed - Figurative Language Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. The author begins the passage by having the reader imagine getting on the Kingda 

Ka to

A. warn the reader about the coaster.

B. make the reader interested in the passage.

C. challenge the reader to ride the coaster.

D. explain the feelings people will have when riding large coasters.

2. When the author says, "You brace yourself," he means you

A. hand over your ticket.

B. put a special brace across your body.

C. secure yourself for the ride.

D. make your partner secure.

3. After the roller coaster has used potential energy, it

A. is launched skyward.

B. stops.

C. is no longer safe.

D. uses kinetic energy.

4. Steve Urbanowicz says that, "The ride is a scream." This means

A. The ride is thrilling.

B. The coaster cars scream when people get on.

C. If you want to ride the coaster, you have to scream while you are on it.

D. The ride makes everyone scream.

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



Up to Speed - Figurative Language Questions

5. The author uses a lot of words that mean exciting and scary.  List two words that have 

the same meaning as exciting and scary.  Explain what they mean.

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



When Lightning Strikes

When Lightning Strikes

Thunder provides a wake-up call to head indoors.

World Almanac for Kids

"When thunder roars, go indoors," says meteorologist Ron Holle.

Scientists say lightning strikes the surface of Earth about 100 times each second. 

Thunderstorms are most frequent during the spring and summer. Experts warn people to be 

especially aware of the dangers of lightning during those seasons.

Forces of Nature
Lightning is the flash of light that occurs when electricity moves between clouds or between a 

cloud and the ground. The huge spark of electricity is like the tiny kind you get when you run a 

comb through your hair or scuff your feet on a carpet-only much stronger.

A lightning bolt that crackles through the air can reach a temperature of 60,000 degrees 

Fahrenheit. That is about five times hotter than the sun! The intense heat from lightning 

causes the surrounding air to expand, resulting in the loud sound known as thunder.

Thunder is nature's warning to head indoors. As meteorologist Ron Holle from Tucson, 

Arizona told Weekly Reader, "When thunder roars, go indoors." A meteorologist is a scientist 

who studies weather.

Holle also recommends following the 30-30 rule. If you hear thunder fewer than 30 seconds 
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When Lightning Strikes

after you see lightning, head indoors-the storm is only about 6 miles away. After the storm 

ends, wait 30 minutes before going outside. To determine how far away lightning is, count the 

seconds between the flash and the thunder. Every 10 seconds equals 2 miles.

Play It Safe
Lightning strikes the ground in the United States about 25 million times each year! Although 

getting hit by lightning is unlikely, it is important to stay safe. In the United States, about 60 

people are killed each year by lightning.

To stay safe, follow the golden rule-head for cover. "There is no place outside that is safe 

from lightning," Holle said firmly. "There are two safe places-inside a [permanent] building or 

a metal-topped vehicle."

Lightning Safety Tips

Lightning expert Ron Holle shared the following tips with Weekly Reader:

· Find shelter in a building or a metal-topped vehicle (not a convertible), and close the 

windows.

· If you're caught outdoors, stay away from open spaces, and avoid standing near tall 

objects, such as trees.

· Avoid using electrical equipment, such as computers, TVs, and phones. (Cell phones 

are safe to use.)

· Stay away from sinks and showers. Lightning can travel through water pipes.

· Wait 30 minutes after the last sound of thunder or flash of lightning before going outside.

ReadWorks.org
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When Lightning Strikes - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What is the golden rule of lightning safety?

A. Don't stand under trees.

B. Avoid using electronics.

C. Stay away from open spaces.

D. Head for cover.

2. What does the author describe at the end of the passage?

A. how to stay safe from lightning

B. how lightning is created

C. how thunder is created

D. what a meteorologist is

3. The time between a lightning strike and thunder indicates the distance of the storm. 

What evidence from the passage supports this conclusion?

A. "Thunder is nature's warning to head indoors."

B. "Count the seconds between the flash and the thunder. Every 10 seconds equals 2 
miles."

C. "Wait 30 minutes after the last sound of thunder or flash of lightning before going 
outside."

D. "If you hear thunder fewer than 30 seconds after you see lightning, head indoors."

4. "Find shelter in a building or a metal-topped vehicle (not a convertible), and close the 

windows."

Based on this safety tip, what can you conclude about the safety of cars during 

lightning?

A. All cars, regardless of type, will protect you from lightning.

B. B Cars are less safe than buildings during lightning.

C. The rubber tires of a car protect you from lightning.

D. The metal roof of a car protects you from lightning.

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



When Lightning Strikes - Comprehension Questions

5. What is this passage mostly about?

A. why lightning storms are dangerous

B. the relationship between thunder and lightning

C. facts about lightning and safety tips

D. how meteorologists study the weather

6. Read the following sentence: "The intense heat from lightning causes the 

surrounding air to expand, resulting in the loud sound known as thunder."

What does the word "resulting" mean?

A. to allow someone to do something

B. to become smaller

C. to make a quiet noise

D. to cause something to happen

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.

It is important to stay safe during thunderstorms, _________ it is unlikely that you will 

be struck by lightning during your lifetime.

A. initially

B. moreover

C. in summary

D. even though

8. Define lightning.
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When Lightning Strikes - Comprehension Questions

9. What is the 30-30 rule?

10. Explain how the timing between lightning and thunder can help you stay safe during 

a thunderstorm.
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When Lightning Strikes - Author's Purpose Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. In the paragraph header under the title of the passage, it says that thunder provides a 

"wake up call".  That means thunder

A. wakes people up.

B. is really loud.

C. is a warning.

D. follows lightning.

2. The author wrote this

A. to teach people what to do when there is a thunderstorm.

B. to keep people safe.

C. to inform people about lightning and thunder.

D. all of the above.

3. The author included the box at the end of the passage to

A. summarize the article.

B. provide the reader with information on Ron Holle.

C. provide tips for staying safe during lightning storms.

D. give the reader his opinion on lightning.

4. The author probably interviewed Ron Holle for this passage because

A. they are good friends.

B. Ron Holle is an expert.

C. Holle was struck by lightning.

D. Holle lives in Arizona.

5. What are three lightning safety tips?
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Shawn the Speedy Snail

Shawn the Speedy Snail
by Michael Stahl

Shawn was a snail unlike any other snail in the ditch. All of the snails that Shawn knew were slow. They 

were slow to get food, slow to get water, slow to get anywhere. The snails of Shawn's ditch were so slow 

because they each had huge shells on their backs that they had to carry around. The shells were heavy, 

but they had to be because the shells were the snails' homes! Certainly, Shawn had a shell on his back 

too, just like all the others. He even named it "Shawn's Place." He was funny like that, and the snails 

enjoyed his sense of humor. What made Shawn so fast was that he was stronger than everyone else. 

Having his home on his back didn't bother him like it did the others in Shawn's ditch. The others would 

complain and sigh, so depressed that they had such a weight to carry on their shoulders and backs. 

Because Shawn was the strongest, and could carry his home with ease, he was also the fastest, making 

Shawn the speediest snail around.

From the time Shawn was a baby snail, he could beat any of the snails he knew in the ditch in a race. He 

grew up challenging each snail to a race, and he was undefeated. Shawn started using his speed for his 

benefit and his benefit only, though, which was something he would later regret. Anytime there was a leaf 

that fell to the ground, Shawn would race to it and eat until he got full before anyone else would get the 

chance. Shawn was always quicker to the roots, too, and he'd eat them right up. If it rained, and puddles 

of water formed at the bottom of the ditch, Shawn drank and drank all he needed, right in front of all his 

friends and family, who were slowly gathering at the pools. It was almost as if Shawn was showing off how 

strong and fast he was all the time. The other snails liked Shawn, but the way he used his speed was 

making them angry.

After some time, when the other snails became particularly hungry because Shawn was beating them to 

all the food, the snails in the ditch decided that enough was enough.

"Shawn! Stop eating so much before we can have our helping," cried Blaine.
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Shawn the Speedy Snail

"Yeah, Shawn! We know you're big and strong and fast," agreed Susan. "You don't have to keep 

reminding us about how slow we are," she added.

Shawn was a little upset about their remarks. "Well, maybe if you would exercise a little bit more, you 

could beat me to the food and the water!" he said.

"How can we become stronger if you keep beating us to our food?" replied Harvey.

"We all think it's about time you found another ditch, one that you can have all to yourself," said Blaine.

That hurt Shawn. He felt a knot in his heart. Slowly, as slowly as he'd ever crawled before, he left the ditch 

for another place to find food and water.

He knew that there was another ditch across the road that was completely empty of other snails. Shawn 

was the only one who knew that because he was the only one capable of getting across the road safely, 

with his speed and all.

A couple of weeks went by. Shawn missed his friends across the road, and he realized that his ditch had 

even more food than the other, much more than he'd ever need. He decided he'd pay them a visit. He 

waited by the side of the road for the closest car to pass. Once it did, he speedily crossed back over to his 

old ditch. What he found made him more upset than anything ever before.

"Shawn!" cried Blaine. "We need your help. There isn't enough food in this ditch anymore. We're too weak 

and too slow to find enough for all of us to eat."

Shawn's friends were starving. Even though they had asked him to leave the ditch, it was only because of 

his selfish actions. Shawn knew what the right thing to do would be.

One-by-one, Shawn lifted each of his snail friends up on top of Shawn's Place and as fast as he could, 

which, for Shawn, was pretty fast, brought them over to the ditch on the other side of the road. They were 

all safe and sound, especially after Shawn raced around the ditch getting food and bringing it straight to 

his weaker friends. Shawn would never use his speed to show off again.
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Shawn the Speedy Snail - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. Why is Shawn able to beat the other snails to the food and water?  

A. Shawn is smarter and meaner than the other snails.

B. Shawn is friendlier and more loving than the other snails.

C. Shawn is stronger and faster than the other snails.

D. Shawn is smaller and slower than the other snails.  

2. After Shawn returns to the first ditch, he discovers a problem. There is not enough 

food for the snails in the ditch. How does Shawn solve this problem?   

A. Shawn carries the snails to another ditch where there is more food.

B. Shawn races to a fallen leaf before any of the other snails can get to it.

C. Shawn complains and sighs that he has to carry a big weight on his back.   

D. Shawn drinks all the water he needs out of a puddle in the ditch.

3. Shawn uses his speed for his own benefit.

What evidence from the story supports this statement?

A. When Shawn crosses the road, he realizes that his new ditch has even more food 
than the one he left.

B. When Shawn returns to his old ditch for a visit, his friends tell him that there is not 
enough food anymore.

C. Whenever a leaf falls to the ground, Shawn races to eat it before anyone else has a 
chance to.

D. If the other snails exercised a little bit more, they might be able to get to the food and 
water faster.    

4. Why do the other snails tell Shawn to find another ditch?     

A. They are starving and need Shawn to help them find more to eat.

B. They are worried that Shawn will get hit by a passing car if he crosses the road.

C. They do not like Shawn showing off by beating them to all the food and water.

D. The snails enjoy Shawn's sense of humor and like that he has named his shell 
"Shawn's Place."
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Shawn the Speedy Snail - Comprehension Questions

5. What is a theme of this story?   

A. Being slower and weaker than those around you will make them want to get rid of 
you.

B. When facing a problem, sometimes the best solution is to wait until the problem goes 
away by itself.

C. Having a sense of humor is more important than treating others with kindness and 
respect.

D. Using your abilities to help others is better than using them to help just yourself.

6. Read the following sentence: "If it rained, and puddles of water formed at the bottom 

of the ditch, Shawn drank and drank all he needed, right in front of all his friends and 

family, who were slowly gathering at the pools."

What does the word ditch mean in the sentence above?

A. a shell carried on an animal's back

B. a hole in the ground

C. a race to get food

D. a new place to live

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.

In the beginning of the story Shawn uses his speed to help himself get food; _______ 

he uses his speed to help get food for others.

A. in the end

B. in particular

C. especially

D. first
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Shawn the Speedy Snail - Comprehension Questions

8. What does Shawn do after spending a couple of weeks in his new ditch?

9. Why does Shawn go back to his old ditch for a visit?

10. Why does Shawn decide never to use his speed to show off again? Explain your 

answer using evidence from the passage.  
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Up in the Air

Up in the Air
by Daniel Scheffler

Kurt closed the door of his mother's car with great excitement. Today was the day he was 

finally going to be on a plane. For the first time in his life, he was going to actually soar 

through the skies and see the clouds from all the angles he had imagined since he was little.

"Are you excited my boy?" said Kurt's mother, Val, from the front of the car.

"I can't believe today's the day!" said Kurt.

"Believe it!" responded Kurt's older brother Joachim as he lifted his head from his mobile 

phone for just a second to speak to Kurt.

The car ride felt like forever, but that's because Kurt could not wait to get to the airport and 

see this adventure through. It felt like they were stuck in traffic for hours and all the cars were 

moving slowly just to drive Kurt crazy. But actually they arrived at the airport in just a few 

minutes.

Val parked their car in the underground parking lot and found a steel trolley to load the 

suitcases and the hatbox she always took with her on a journey. Joachim never helped with 
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Up in the Air

anything, so Kurt knew he was the best man for the job. He helped his mother load the trolley 

neatly and pushed it towards the terminal building proudly.

It was bigger than Kurt thought it would be. It was a massive building filled with hundreds of 

people looking around and rushing to get to wherever they were going. He immediately felt 

the rush of energy as he walked towards the check-in desk.

He watched as Val took out their passports and gave them to the friendly lady on the other 

side of the desk. His mother asked Joachim to help lift the bags onto the scale so that they 

could get weighed and checked in. But he wasn't listening. Kurt gloated as he lifted the bags 

and put them on the designated scale. The check-in lady was overly friendly and appreciative 

of his help. He loved the feeling.

Val was handed some tickets and off they went to security. After what felt like a long wait in 

line, the security officer asked Kurt to empty his pockets and put his bag through the big X-ray 

scanner. Kurt had never done this before and felt a little nervous. It was such a big and scary 

machine that started beeping loudly as the elderly woman in front of him walked through.

Kurt started to feel more confident now as he walked through the machine. Not a beep. He 

waited for his family to come through security as he grabbed his bag. Suddenly, he saw the 

plane through the massive glass windows. It was huge! And it looked much bigger than what 

it looked like in his dreams.

Kurt ran down the ramp towards the gate. After a few minutes, the plane was ready for 

boarding. Everyone lined up and showed their tickets. Walking on a ramp down towards the 

plane, Kurt nearly tripped from all the excitement. And then he arrived, he was one foot away 

from the plane and finally feeling like a grown up who would fly all over the globe.

The air steward took his ticket and showed him down the aisle to his seat. Kurt ran ahead of 

his mother and brother and immediately sat down in his seat, buckling his seat belt. With his 

eyes firmly on the wing of the plane, he was waiting for everyone to sit down so that he could 

feel that weightlessness that everyone talks about at school when a plane takes off.

The plane started to move, and reversed slightly. Moving like a giant metal bird, the plane 

taxied towards the runway. Kurt clenched his mother's hand. The plane started to speed up, 

faster than Kurt has ever gone in his life in any car or boat. And then, as if by magic, the plane 

lifted off the ground. And Kurt knew this would be the first of many adventures that started this 

way.
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Up in the Air - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What is Kurt doing for the first time in his life?

A. traveling

B. driving

C. going on a trip with his mom and brother

D. flying on a plane

2. What critical event happens at the end of the story?

A. Kurt walks on a ramp towards the plane and nearly trips from all the excitement.

B. Kurt goes through security at the airport for the first time.

C. The plane lifts off the ground and Kurt experiences flying in a plane for the first time.

D. Kurt, Val, and Joachim drive to the airport.

3. What evidence from the text suggests that Kurt may have been looking forward to 

being on a plane for a while?

A. Kurt had dreams about planes.

B. Kurt clenches his mother's hand when the plane taxies toward the runway.

C. Kurt ran ahead of his mother and brother towards the plane.

D. Kurt helped to lift the bags on the designated scale at the check-in desk.

4. Which statement best describes Kurt and Joachim?

A. Neither Kurt nor Joachim is excited and eager about the trip.

B. Kurt is very eager and respectful. Joachim is distant and not interested.

C. Both Kurt and Joachim are very excited about the trip.

D. Kurt is not eager and respectful. Joachim is helpful and excited.

5. What is this story mainly about?

A. what airports are like

B. Kurt's relationship with Joachim

C. Kurt's experience on his first plane trip

D. how large airplanes are
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Up in the Air - Comprehension Questions

6. Read the following sentence: "The car ride felt like forever, but that's because Kurt 

could not wait to get to the airport and see this adventure through."

What does the phrase "see this adventure through" most nearly mean?

A. look at the adventure from a distance

B. complete the adventure

C. look at the adventure through a window

D. cancel the adventure

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.

__________ the plane taxied towards the runway, Kurt clenched his mother's hand.

A. Therefore

B. However

C. So

D. As

8. Describe Kurt's experience and how he felt as he went through security.

9. Explain how Kurt reacted when the plane started to move and then lift off the ground.
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Up in the Air - Comprehension Questions

10. Explain which experience or experiences from the story most likely had the biggest 

impact on Kurt and his desire to go on more adventures.
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A Bird Came Down the Walk

A Bird Came Down the Walk
by Emily Dickinson

A Bird came down the Walk-

He did not know I saw-

He bit an Angleworm in halves

And ate the fellow, raw,

5And then he drank a Dew

From a convenient Grass-

And then hopped sidewise to the Wall

To let a Beetle pass-

He glanced with rapid eyes

10That hurried all around-

They looked like frightened Beads, I thought-

He stirred his Velvet Head

Like one in danger, Cautious,

I offered him a Crumb

15And he unrolled his feathers

And rowed him softer home-

Than Oars divide the Ocean,

Too silver for a seam-

Or Butterflies, off Banks of Noon

20Leap, plashless as they swim.
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A Bird Came Down the Walk - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What is the speaker watching throughout this poem?

A. a leaf

B. a beetle

C. a bird

D. a worm

2. This poem uses rhyme in many places. What are two lines of the poem that rhyme?

A. lines 2 and 4

B. lines 1 and 3

C. lines 2 and 3

D. lines 3 and 4

3. Read lines 9-13 of the poem. Based on this evidence, what can you conclude about 

how the bird is feeling?

A. The bird feels nervous and scared.

B. The bird feels proud and strong.

C. The bird feels excited and happy.

D. The bird feels bored and restless.

4. When in the poem does the bird most likely notice that the speaker is watching him?

A. lines 9-10

B. lines 17-18

C. lines 1-2

D. lines 7-8

5. What is the main idea of this poem? 

A. A bird comes down the walk and then swims through a puddle of water.

B. A bird comes down the walk and eats crumbs out of the speaker's hand.

C. A bird comes down the walk, eats a worm, and drinks a dewdrop from some grass.

D. A bird comes down the walk but flies away when the speaker offers him a crumb.
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A Bird Came Down the Walk - Comprehension Questions

6. Read these lines from the poem:

He stirred his Velvet Head

Like one in danger, Cautious,


I offered him a Crumb


And he unrolled his feathers


And rowed him softer home-

Than Oars divide the Ocean,

What does the phrase "rowed him softer home" mean here?

A. chirped quietly

B. hopped onto a boat

C. flew away softly

D. swam through a puddle

7. Read these lines from the poem:

He glanced with rapid eyes


That hurried all around-


They looked like frightened Beads, I thought-

To whom or what does the word "they" refer?

A. the speaker and the bird

B. the bird and his friends

C. the bird's wings

D. the bird's eyes
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A Bird Came Down the Walk - Comprehension Questions

8. Read the first two stanzas of the poem. What are three things that the bird does in 

this part of the poem?

9. Describe how the bird probably feels in the first two stanzas of the poem. Use 

evidence from the poem to support your answer.

10. How do the bird's feelings change over the course of the poem? Use evidence from 

the text to support your answer.
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Frogs at Risk

Frogs at Risk
South America's frog populations are on the decline. That spells trouble for the environment.

Leigh Haeger

Ecuador is home to hundreds of types of frogs and 
toads. But now scientists are worrying about their health.

The mountains and thick forests of Ecuador, in South 

America, are home to 417 types of frogs and toads. Tiny 

red-eyed tree frogs hide inside flowers. Bumpy-skinned 

toads use their sticky tongues to catch mosquitoes and 

other prey. Colorful poison dart frogs rest on tree branches. 

These brightly colored frogs are packed with poison, which 

protects them from their enemies.

Now, many species, or types, of frogs and toads in Ecuador 

are at risk of dying out. According to a recent report by the 

group NatureServe, eight frogs have become extinct, or 

died out, in North and South America in the last 100 years. 

"It's the same magnitude event as the extinction of the 

dinosaurs," says scientist Luis Coloma.

What Are Amphibians?
Salamanders, frogs, and toads are all amphibians. Amphibians are animals with backbones that spend 

part of their life in water and part on land. Frogs and toads lay jellylike eggs in water. The eggs hatch into 

tadpoles, which breathe through gills. As the tadpoles grow into frogs or toads, they develop lungs and live 

on land.

Like reptiles, such as lizards and snakes, amphibians are cold-blooded. That means their body 

temperature depends on the environment. Unlike reptiles, amphibians lack protective scales. Amphibians 

must live near water so that their skin stays moist.

Vanishing Species
Over the last 50 years, many amphibian species have become extinct. Two of every five of the 3,046 

species that live in North and South America are at risk of vanishing.

Why are these creatures in trouble? Their habitat is being destroyed as loggers cut down trees to make 

room for farms and roads. A habitat is a place in nature where a plant or an animal makes its home. 

Disease, weather changes, and pollution are other causes of the decline in amphibian populations.

Scientists are concerned about the decrease in the number of frogs. The health of frogs is closely linked to 

the health of the environment. "Amphibian extinction is an indicator of [a problem with the environment]," 
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Frogs at Risk

scientist Jonathan Campbell told Weekly Reader.

Because amphibians breathe through their skin, they easily absorb pollution. They are usually the first to 

disappear when the environment is under threat. As a result, some frogs are born with deformed, or 

wrongly shaped, body parts, such as extra legs and eyes. When frogs with strange body parts are found in 

an area, it is a clue that the environment is polluted or suffering.

What Can Be Done?
Scientists are fighting to save amphibians. Some scientists believe that South America's poison dart frogs 

have chemicals in their body that can be used to treat diseases, such as cancer. The scientists want 

governments to pass laws that will reduce pollution and to create parks that protect the amphibians' 

habitat.

"Almost half of the extinctions are happening for unknown reasons," scientist Robert Kaplan told Weekly 

Reader. "Scientists have a lot of work to do, and quickly." 

Endangered Amphibians
Here are some of Ecuador's threatened frogs and toads.

· Splendid leaf frogs live in top layers of trees and come down to the ground only once a year, on a 

moonless night, to lay eggs.

· Giant glass frogs live in trees and have translucent, or almost see-through, skin. The creature's red 

heart is visible from the outside.

· Harlequin toads have colorful, smooth skin, often with spots or streaks of orange, red, yellow, blue, 

or green. 

Think Critically
Why is it important for scientists to know whether an area is polluted?
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Frogs at Risk - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. According to the passage, there has been a decrease in the number of frogs in 

Ecuador. Which of the following is not a cause of the drop in Ecuador's frog 

populations?

A. pollution

B. drought

C. habitat loss

D. disease

2. How does the author organize the information in this passage?

A. The author describes the cause and effects of a problem affecting frogs. 

B. The author compares and contrasts reptiles and amphibians. 

C. The author describes events in chronological order. 

D. The author provides solutions to a historic problem. 

3. The reader can conclude that if Ecuador's frog environment were healthy, then

A. reptile populations would become extinct

B. frog populations would increase

C. frog populations would decrease further

D. reptile populations would also drop

4. Read the following sentence from the passage:

"The scientists want governments to pass laws that will reduce pollution and to create 

parks that protect the amphibians' habitat."

In this sentence, the word reduce means

A. spread

B. share

C. increase

D. lessen
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Frogs at Risk - Comprehension Questions

5. What is the main idea of this passage?

A. Many different types of frogs live in South America. 

B. Frogs are amphibians that breathe through their skin. 

C. Scientists are working to save amphibians.

D. South America's frogs are dying out. 

6. Look at the Endangered Amphibians box. From what did giant glass frogs get their 

name?

7. What can be concluded from the scientist Luis Coloma's statement that the extinction 

of frogs is "the same magnitude event as the extinction of the dinosaurs?"

8. The question below is an incomplete sentence. Choose the answer that best 

completes the sentence.

The eggs hatch into tadpoles ____ frogs lay the jellylike eggs in water. 

A. instead

B. however

C. after

D. before
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Frogs at Risk - Cause & Effect Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. Tadpoles breathe through gills because

A. they are cold-blooded.

B. they are the offspring of frogs and toads.

C. they are hatched in water and have no lungs.

D. they are amphibians.

2. Scientists are probably interested in saving poison dart frogs because 


these frogs

A. might be good sources of medicines.

B. have up to 5 colors on their skin.

C. are clues that pollution is present.

D. are going extinct for unknown reasons.

3. Amphibians are unlike reptiles in that amphibians

A. lay eggs.

B. have no protective scales.

C. have backbones.

D. are cold-blooded.

4. The danger of extinction is due to

A. pollution or disease.

B. weather changes.

C. destruction of habitat.

D. all of the above.
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Frogs at Risk - Cause & Effect Questions

5. According to the passage, what are the names of some of the species facing 

extinction?
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4th Grade 

Literacy Ideas for Families 
 

 

1. Create a special workspace and schedule daily quiet time for your child to do 
his/her homework from school. Be sure this is a time you are available to help if 
needed. 
 
2. Schedule 15 minutes of special time everyday to listen to your child read. 
 
3. Go to the school library, public library, or to the local bookstore once each week 
and read a new book together. After you read each book, talk about how it is similar 
to other books you have read together. 
 
4. Encourage reading fluency by having your child read and reread familiar books. It 
can also be helpful to have your child read a short passage over several times while 
you record the time it takes. Children often enjoy seeing if they can improve their 
time from one reading to the next, and the repeated reading helps to establish a 
habit of fluent reading. 
 
5. Have him read a book to a younger sibling (or even to a pet), perhaps playing 
"teacher" and asking the brother or sister good questions as he reads. 
 
6. Have your child tell you a new word he has learned every single day. This word 
could be from a book he is reading, something you or the teacher said, or even a 
conversation that he heard at school. Talk about what it means then make up a 
sentence with the new word. If needed, use the dictionary to figure out what the 
word means. Play a game where each of you have to use the word in a sentence at 
least twice that day. Try to use the word again that week. Maybe add the words to a 
"my new vocabulary word list" and post it on the refrigerator. 




